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How many times have you heard a child (of any age) exclaim "it's not my fault!" or "it wasn't me!"? 
 
Whether or not these statements are true is beside the point, what we are talking about is how we conduct ourselves and 
what image we project to those around us.  
 
A responsible, conscientious person will say "it's not my fault, but it's my problem".  
 
These individuals identify themselves by their actions; they pickup that piece of garbage on the ground, they're quick to lend 
a co-worker a hand or show them a better, safer way. They step up and take the high road any chance they get.  
 
Why? Because to these people, they see an opportunity every time a situation presents itself. An opportunity to eliminate a 
trip hazard, an opportunity to lighten the load for a co-worker or to help them keep out of harm’s way.  
 
They may not be a supervisor or a lead hand, but they lead by example, they answer to themselves.  
 
When you hear "Ah...somebody's bound to get that", they are that somebody, for them there's always something to do, 
always an opportunity.  
 
When you get enough of these people working together (there's never enough, always looking for new members) you get a 
company of people that do the right things, follow safe work procedures, help and look out for each other and co-workers 
throughout the site.  
 
They project an image of accountability and carry a reputation for getting things done and asking "what else can we help you 
with".  
 
You might not think it’s a part of safety but being this type of person is. Accountability and responsibility for your own actions 
is key and taking up for others when they do not act is also key. Being the type of person who will stop to help move material, 
clean a work area and help set up equipment is the type of person we should all be. Saying things like “that’s not my area or I 
didn’t make that mess” should not be it our vocabulary, we are all part of the same team with the same goal. 


